
INSTABRIGHT e-GAZETTE  

ISSN: 2704-3010 
Volume VII, Issue II 
October 2025 
Available online at https://www.instabrightgazette.com  
********************************************************************************************************* 

********************************************************************************************************* 

Editorial Team 
Editor-in-Chief: Alvin B. Punongbayan  Associate Editor: Andro M. Bautista 
Managing Editor: Raymart O. Basco  Web Editor: Nikko C. Panotes 

Manuscript Editors / Reviewers: 

Chin Wen Cong, Christopher DC. Francisco, Camille P. Alicaway, Pinky Jane A. Perez, 
Mary Jane B. Custodio, Irene H. Andino, Mark-Jhon R. Prestoza, Ma. Rhoda E. Panganiban, Rjay C. Calaguas, 

Mario A. Cudiamat, Jesson L. Hero, Albert Bulawat, Cris T. Zita, Allan M. Manaloto, Jerico N. Mendoza 
 

********************************************************************************************************* 

BEYOND THE BARANGAY HEALTH CENTER: A POLICY 

FRAMEWORK FOR ESTABLISHING LGU-MANAGED  

PRE-HOSPITAL CARE SERVICES AT THE  

BARANGAY LEVEL  

 

DONATO C. JUAN, MPA  

Philippine Red Cross National Headquarters 

 

JACQUELINE E. JUAN, LPT, MAED 

Rizal High School 

jackieejuan@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT 

 The Philippine prehospital care system at the barangay level remains fragmented and 

underdeveloped despite existing local government mandates. This study assessed the current 

state, challenges, and opportunities for establishing LGU-managed prehospital care services 

using a descriptive evaluative design involving 385 stakeholders, including barangay 

responders, officials, and health workers. Findings reveal that Barangay Health Workers 

(BHWs) and disaster personnel are vital frontline responders but face significant gaps in 

training, resources, emergency transport, and communication systems. Systemic issues such 

as coordination failures, financial constraints, disaster vulnerability of local health facilities, 

and limited public first aid knowledge further hinder effective service delivery. The lack of a 

unified national ambulance service exacerbates fragmentation and inconsistency in emergency 

care. Despite these challenges, stakeholders strongly support a structured policy framework 

emphasizing human resource development, community engagement, and improved 

coordination. However, initiatives requiring substantial funding or complex multi-LGU 
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collaboration are viewed as less feasible. Opportunities include the dedication of local 

personnel, supportive officials, community cohesion, and existing Department of Health 

training programs. The study recommends formalizing the role of Barangay Pre-Hospital 

Workers through legislation, securing dedicated funding, implementing standardized training, 

enhancing communication infrastructure, and fostering community involvement. These 

measures aim to transform informal, inconsistent prehospital responses into a standardized, 

efficient, and resilient system, ultimately improving emergency care and health outcomes in 

Filipino communities. 
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